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Minutes of the meeting held January 23, 2007.

The Vice Chair called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.

Prior to accepting the agenda for the meeting, Maria Taddei was asked about a rumour that midterms would be discontinued next year. THIS IS NOT THE CASE. The process and structure are being examined for improvements. It is about balance and defining what we should be doing. We need to look at all the different forms of assessment.

1. Acceptance of the Agenda

Glenda Mathews moved to accept the agenda as presented. Seconded by Leo Ferry. MOTION CARRIED.

2. Minutes of the November 28, 2006 Meeting
Leo Ferry moved to accept the minutes of the November 28, 2006 meeting as presented. Seconded by Kathy Mukai. MOTION CARRIED.
3. Principal’s Report – Ms Taddei

a) Extra Staff Allocation for Lord Byng – FTE position and extra 14 blocks until June. Timetable committee came up with the changes.  

b) School Fees – Districts and schools are reviewing legislation to determine what fees can still be charged. Some elective areas such as music will be impacted significantly. There is a meeting on school fees at John Oliver on January 31st at 7:00 pm. The Prince of Wales Mini School PAC has put together some draft letters for individuals to send to the Ministry of Education regarding school fee concerns. These are available on their website.

c) Mid- Term Exams – Discussion regarding the timing of exams and suggestion that they be moved to the week before Christmas Break. Some parents also raised concerns about the amount of homework assigned during Christmas Break.

d) School Growth Plan – Ms. Taddei introduced Sean Nugent, Chair of the Steering Committee (snugent@vsb.bc.ca). He reported that in 2006 a new school goal of citizenship was established. There are three Task Forces: Byng Connections (contact is Veronika Farnell vfarnell@vsb.bc.ca), Byng Outreach (contact is Sherry Hurst shurst@vsb.bc.ca) and Byng Stewardship and Sustainability (contact is Doug Matear dmatear@vsb.bc.ca). Parental involvement is encouraged. 

e) Byng Basketball Society – Ms. Taddei introduced Maurice Boucher, President of the Byng Basketball Society, which was formed by parents to assist the school in providing the resources the Basketball program requires to function at a reasonable level. Report attached.

4. Grocery Certificates  - Michele Carrington

No report.

5. Parent Group for Grad 2007 – Tracy Proke

Tracy reported on the Grad and fundraising activities.

6. Treasurer’s Report – Annie Wang

Report attached. Annie Wang moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Seconded by Leo Ferry. MOTION CARRIED.

7. 2006/2007 Wish List – Daniel Chowne

There are 19 items on the wish list. The PAC Executive has been reviewing the wish list items to determine how best to distribute the funds. More discussions are needed. It is anticipated to have a report on disbursements for the next PAC meeting.

8. New Business – Daniel Chowne

a) BCCT Person Complaint Process Questionnaire  – information will be posted on the website.

b) Advocacy Skills Workshop, March 5, 2007 – Leo Ferry reported that this is designed to be a confidential advocacy assistance program.

c) An Inconvenient Truth – Showing at the Ridge Theatre, February 12th at 6:45 pm.  Admission is by donation. Followed by a discussion.

d) Student Fees Survey – can be found at surveymonkey.com.

e) Parent Support Workshop – “Tools to Support Your Teen at Kitsilano Secondary School on January 31, 2007 at 7:00 pm.

f) TECHTrek for Grades 11 and 12 Students – UBC Department of Computer Science, www.techtrek.ca.

g) Tutoring and On-line Support – Valerie Jenkinson reported that the Ministry of Education has expanded its tutoring and on-line support program for BC students through the Virtual School Society. 

h) Critical Thinking for Children – presented at the Central Library on January 24th.

9. Facilitation – Fundraising Initiatives and Strategies – Valerie Jenkinson
Postponed.

The meeting adjourned at ? p.m.
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