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Minutes of the meeting held October 24, 2006

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

1. Minutes of the September 26, 2006 Meeting

Moved by Valerie Jenkinson to accept the minutes of the September 26, 2006 PAC meeting as presented. Seconded by Leo Ferry.  MOTION CARRIED

2. Treasurer’s Report

Annie Wang presented the Treasurer’s report including the budgets for the two accounts, the regular non-restricted account and the restricted Gaming account.

Daniel Chowne advised that the wish list forms have just been distributed into the teachers’ mailboxes for them to suggest appropriate expenditures.  A summary accounting of 2005/06 wish list is available for anyone who is interested.

Moved by Annie Wang to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Seconded by John Robertson. MOTION CARRIED

3. Principal’s Report

Ms Taddei addressed the following issues.

a) School Fees

Nothing has changed district wide and Lord Byng will continue to collect school fees for this school year. There will be a November meeting of Lower Mainland Superintendents regarding this issue and we will have a better idea of future direction in December.

b) School Growth Plan and School Planning Council

Even though the BCTF has decided to have their members withdraw from School Planning Councils, it is promoting a teacher representative on PACs that will communicate the teachers’ perspective on school issues and student achievement to Parent Advisory Committees.  Erin Zimmaro has agreed to act as the teacher representative for Lord Byng’s PAC.

Ms. Taddei is proposing a new Committee Structure including a Connections Team, an Outreach Team and a Stewardship and Sustainability Team with representatives from teachers, parents, students and the administration.  Team Chairs will be elected by the team members. A Growth Plan Steering Committee chaired by Sean Nugent will be composed of the Team Chairs as well as the current parent representatives on SPC and student representatives. This new structure will be reviewed at the end of the school year.

c) First Collaborative Day

The first collaborative day is scheduled for October 26th. Plans for the day include a discussion of Learning Communities, what collaborative time is and how it should be used as well as Department Goals, School Goals, and Personal Professional Goals.

d) How Parents can Solve a Concern at School

Ms. Taddei distributed copies of the process for parents to solve a concern at school. It was recommended that this also be posted on the school website.

e) Byng Leadership Card

Currently this Card is being tested with the teachers as a means for them to nominate students who demonstrate school leadership.  Recommendations at the PAC meeting included allowing students to nominate other students and public recognition over the PA and/or in homerooms as opposed to prizes.  Any other suggestions should be e-mailed to Ms Taddei.

4. Grocery Certificates

Michele Carrington reviewed the grocery certificate ordering process.  Completed forms are to be returned to the office or orders can be emailed to her. 

5. Teacher Representative Report

Erin Zimmaro reviewed the BCTF position on School Planning Council, indicating that the BCTF had concerns about the limitations of the SPC. The teachers want to maintain standards but also believe that there are different ways of achieving these standards.

She has volunteered to be the Teacher Representative on PAC, acting as the liaison between the teachers and PAC.

6. DPAC and BCCPAC

Leo Ferry advised that the DPAC (District PAC) is our voice at the School Board level and that the BCCPAC is our voice at the provincial level.  

Moved by Leo Ferry that the Lord Byng PAC pay the $65 membership for BCCPAC. Seconded by John Robertson.  MOTION CARRIED

The BCCPAC holds two conferences per year. The next one is an Educational Conference in Kelowna from November 16th to 19th. He recommended that the Lord Byng PAC send a representative.

Moved by Jack Rushco that the Lord Byng PAC pay up to $550 to send Valerie Jenkinson to the Educational Conference in Kelowna in November. Seconded by Jorma Neuvonen.

MOTION CARRIED

7. Grad Co-PAC Representative 

Karin Smith advised that Lord Byng will be hosting its third annual Dry Grad this year. This is a non-alcoholic, safe, inclusive event hosted by the school and parents. As a clarification, she noted that the Prom is not a school sponsored event and is organized by the grads themselves. 

Tracy Proke is the Dry Grad Grade 12 parent chair. The first meeting is on Wednesday, November 1st at 7:00 pm in room 218. The Committee is encouraging Grade 11 parent involvement as a preparation for 2008 Dry Grad.

8. Social Component of PAC

Kathy Mukai encouraged PAC attendees to bring goodies/nibblies for the next meeting. She also suggested that for next year the PAC consider having meetings on alternating days of the week rather than only on Tuesdays.

9. Portfolio Review Meetings

Daniel Chowne noted that there will be a Regional Porfolio Review Forum at Magee (6360 Maple St) on Wednesday November 1st at 7:00 pm. Other sessions will also be held and if parents wish to find out information on these meetings, it can be made available.

10.  Facilitation of 2006/07 Goals and Objectives

Valerie Jenkinson reviewed the PAC mission statement then she requested that the attendees divide into groups to discuss the role of PAC and how it can be more relevant to parents. At the end of the discussions, each group presented at least three recommendations.

Valerie will summarize the issues, concerns and recommendations for distribution at the next meeting. 

Leo Ferry moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Kathy Mukai.  

MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
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